REMEMBERING
SREBRENICA

Statement of Commemoration on Srebrenica Memorial Day 2026

This year marks the 31st anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide, in which over 8,000 Bosnian
Muslim men and boys were murdered in the worst atrocity on European soil since the Second
World War because of their identity. The lessons from Srebrenica are that hatred and
intolerance can flourish if left unchallenged which underlines the importance of why we must
never forget about the tragic events that took place and remain resolute in our commitment to
tackling hatred, intolerance, prejudice and discrimination in all forms.

The 31st anniversary theme is “We Are Here.” It honours the resilience of survivors of the
Bosnian genocide and recognises their continued presence, strength and contribution. We
remember the 8,372 men and boys who were murdered in Srebrenica, the more than 100,000
people killed across Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 50,000 women who were systematically
raped, and the two million who were forced to flee their homes. Despite the attempt to destroy a
people, survivors endured, and today they, and the next generation, stand as living proof that
those who sought to eradicate them have failed.

“We Are Here” is also a call to action. It reminds us that hatred, division and dehumanisation
must never go unchallenged. As an organisation that works to/with [insert details of
organisation], we reaffirm our commitment to honouring the memory of the victims and to using
the lessons from Srebrenica to challenge prejudice, stand against discrimination, and help build
stronger, more cohesive communities.

This year will remind us of the importance of remaining vigilant against the forces of hatred that
seek to deny genocides of the past and stand up to those who seek to persecute innocent
people today, using the first steps of Gregory Stanton’s ten stages to genocide model to
illustrate this. We therefore remember and honour the memory of the victims and pledge to work
towards building a more cohesive, stronger and safer society free from hatred, discrimination
and prejudice.



