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History
Humanity has lived through the darkest of
times, but few events have stained our
collective history more than the Srebrenica
genocide.
On 11 July 1995, Bosnian Serb forces, led by
General Ratko Mladić overran and captured
the town of Srebrenica in Eastern Bosnia
which had been declared a UN Safe Area. In
the days following, more than 8,000 Bosnian
Muslim men and boys were systematically
murdered and buried in mass graves.
Thousands of women, children and the
elderly were forcibly deported.
Srebrenica was a culmination of a campaign
of 'ethnic cleansing' used by Bosnian Serb
forces during the conflict. This was
implemented to achieve the aim of a
'Greater Serbia', free from non-Serbs.
Throughout Bosnia, between 20,000-50,000
women and girls suffered sexual violence, a
weapon of war used to systematically
ethnically cleanse the region and terrorise
the populace. Concentration camps were
established in the Prijedor area, and many
Bosnian Muslims were forced from their
homes to be internally displaced or become
refugees.
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Described by the United Nations as:
'the worst crime on European soil since the
Second World War'
the genocide at Srebrenica was officially
recognised by the International Court of
Justice and the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia at the
Hague. Yet denial of this atrocity remains
widespread.
Many in Bosnia-Herzegovina are still
struggling for justice. Among these are
organisations such as the Mothers of
Srebrenica, who campaigned for the
recognition of the deaths of their loved ones
and the Association of Women Victims of War
who campaigned for justice for survivors of
sexual violence who still fight stigma within
Bosnia.
On the 11th July, the official date of
remembrance each year, we honour the
victims and survivors of genocide, and
pledge ourselves to creating a better,
stronger, and more cohesive society in the
United Kingdom.
The lessons we learn from Srebrenica are
that hatred and intolerance can flourish if
left unchallenged. Even in Bosnia, where
people of many faiths lived as neighbours for
centuries, an integrated society
disintegrated. We must all understand the
consequences of not taking action against
hate. By doing this we give ourselves hope of
illuminating the darkness and creating a
safer community for all.
4
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Combatting Denial:
Challenging Hatred
NURA BEGOVIĆ

No

wounded

men

or

boys

were

Genocide

supposed to or boys were supposed to

I was born in the village of Risici in the

be on the convoy, let alone a male that

Municipality of Srebrenica. Before the

was healthy. It was a difficult journey to

war started, we had a wonderful life. For

Tuzla. We passed through checkpoints

many years before the war, me and my

run by Serb police officers who asked us

husband Ahmed had worked together at

if there was anyone onboard who was

the Srebrenica Transport company and

from Srebrenica. No one dared to admit

built our own house which we lived in

that they were. A few men had managed

with our two daughters.

to get on the convoy and were taken
away by Serb police officers, people

During the war in 1993 I was injured by

were screaming and crying in fear, it was

shrapnel and evacuated on a convoy to

simply horrendous.

Tuzla. I was able to take my children
with me because they were girls, but my

When we arrived in Tuzla, we had no

husband had to stay behind.

place to stay. We had left behind our
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Nura and her mother who passed away in 2009.

home and our family. We managed to

Memorial Centre in Potočari in 2019.

find shelter with another family in a

My brother was 42 years old, he was

student dormitory which was being used

married and had two children. At the start

as a refugee centre. There was no food,

of the war, his wife and children left for

medicine or electricity but we had a roof

Macedonia. He tried to escape Srebrenica

over our heads. I managed to keep in

with my husband, they left through the

touch

through

forest heading towards Tuzla. They were

messages and radio and I kept telling

attacked by Serb forces in the forest and

him, ‘It will get better’.

were separated. My husband survived but

with

my

husband

my brother did not.

Both mine and my husbands’
parents had stayed in Srebrenica.
My father died of starvation, he was
sick and unable to get the
medication he needed. My motherin-law was killed by a shell as she
went to fetch water.
My father-in-law was killed in 1995 at
the warehouse in Kravica, his remains
were later found in a mass grave in
Glogova. The same happened to my

Nura's brother who was killed in July 1995.

brother. His remains were found near
Kravica and we buried him at the
6
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Lord Bourne, President of Remembering Srebrenica, with members of the Mothers of
Srebrenica during a visit to the Srebrenica Memorial Centre, 2018.

Mothers of Srebrenica
In 1995 I joined the Association of

To this day, we still organise peaceful

Mothers of Srebrenica and we have

protests and spread our message on

fought to claim the land at Potočari for

social media where it can now be heard

the Srebrenica Memorial Centre. We

even further. We have been to Iraq,

went to the National Assembly of the

where

Republika Srpska where our claim for

sisters, wives – are losing loved ones

Potočari was not only denied, but we

and are themselves dying too. It is due

were

verbal

to the work of the mothers that the

abuse from a Serb army veteran. We

International Commission on Missing

appealed to the Office of the High

Persons (ICMP), the Missing Persons

Representative. We organised buses to

Institute of Bosnia and Herzegovina (MPI

come back to Srebrenica and protest.

BiH) and the Red Cross have continued

This was all during a time where there

to search and find our missing after all

were no Bosniaks left in Srebrenica.

these years. Our collective effort is not

met

with

unrepeatable

new

generations

–

mothers,

only for our own relatives, but we are

These were huge battles and

helping

all

the

families

who

are

struggles, yet we prevailed, and we

struggling. It means a lot for a family

now have the Memorial Centre and

when they find their family members

want the whole world to know.
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and all the effort and struggle is worth
it. It is simple, our fight is ongoing until
the last victim is found. The women of
the Mothers of Srebrenica are amongst
some of the most courageous in the
world. If it wasn’t for the mothers,
sisters, wives and children fighting as
they have, what happened at Srebrenica
would not have been proven, it would
have been swept under the rug. If we
hadn't

questioned

everything

and

battled the pushbacks from the divided
entity, there may have come a day when
the very existence of our loved ones, the
victims, may have been questioned.
Without

our

testimonies

and

our

strength, the genocide that happened at
Srebrenica would not have been known.

I would like to mention my late
friend and fellow mother Hatidza,
whose strength and willpower
inspired us all to never give up. Like
Hatidza, thousands of other Mothers

The late Hatidža Mehmedović who sadly passed away
in 2018. Hatidža lost her husband and two sons in
July 1995. She served as the President of the Mothers
of Srebrenica until her death.

of Srebrenica have lost their sons
and husbands and remain as the

healthy and let there be peace. Peace and

only family members left. May she

only peace. We must spread our message

rest in peace.

to the younger generations to not hate,
to not kill and to live an honourable and

The future

honest life. Above all we were raised to

What happened to us caused such

love; to love ourselves, our family and the

suffering. Even when peace came, we

whole world.

had nothing left, our family, our jobs
and our lives were all gone. Yet, at the

Although it is hard for everyone, we must

end of this all, we have never sought

continue our fight for the truth and for

revenge. Our message is to let us all be

justice.
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‘Never again should a child become an orphan. May a mother never again be left without
her child, nor a wife without her husband, nor a sister without her brother’.

Nura speaking at the 20th anniversary of the Srebrenica Genocide in Wales, 2015.

Nura’s story is based on information from her survivor testimony given to
Remembering Srebrenica. Events have been summarised to best convey her story
and message. To listen to Nura’s full testimony please go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKhDS9bATyI
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1600
events and activities held during
Srebrenica Memorial Week 2021

151
councils commemorated
Srebrenica Memorial Day last
year
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THE
SREBRENICA
PRAYER
We pray to almighty God,
May grievance become hope
May revenge become justice
May mothers' tears become prayers
That Srebrenica never happens again
To no one, no where.
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Living the Lessons Pledge
As an act of commemoration, we suggest 11
candles to be lit for each pledge made to
honour Srebrenica Memorial Day which takes
place on 11 July each year.
We pledge that when we hear the
language of “us and them”, we will reach

We pledge that, when we hear divisive

out and find common ground with our

propaganda, we will challenge this

neighbour.

effectively.

We pledge that, when we hear

We pledge that we will protect those who

stereotyping and scapegoating, we will

speak out against human rights abuses.

find and share alternative positive stories.

We pledge that, where we see

We pledge that, when we see

persecution, we will do everything in our

discrimination in our schools or

power to protect those who are suffering.

workplaces, we will challenge this and

We pledge that, where we believe that

promote equal opportunities for all.

extermination is taking place, we will call

We pledge that, when we hear

on our governments and the international

dehumanising language, we will remind

community to take immediate action.

the speaker of our common humanity.

We pledge that we will always challenge

We pledge that, when we see members of

denial by believing the victims and

our community becoming

sharing their stories.

disenfranchised, we will make a

We pledge that we will always choose the

concerted effort to engage and include

side of those who are suffering over the

them.

side of the oppressor.
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CANDLE LIGHTING

We come together today to remember the victims of the Srebrenica genocide.
We light these candles in remembrance of the lives lost and destroyed by hatred:
We remember the 8,372 mostly Muslim men and boys who were murdered in Srebrenica
on 11th July 1995.
We remember the survivors of the Death March, and the men who survived the mass
executions, and honour their courage in telling their stories.
We remember the Mothers of Srebrenica, who grieve every day for their missing and
murdered relatives and who fight tirelessly for truth and justice.
We remember the elderly, the sick and the children murdered during the fall of
Srebrenica.
We remember those murdered in concentration camps throughout the Bosnian conflict,
and those who survived torture and starvation within the camps.
We remember over 11,000 people killed in the siege of Sarajevo, of which 1601 were
children.
We remember the women and girls that were violated during the Bosnian War, those
who took their own lives, and those who live on with physical and emotional scars.
We remember the children who grew up during a time of conflict, and the loss of their
childhood to war.
We remember the innocent civilians killed in all regions of Bosnia during the conflict.
We remember those who defended their neighbours in a war not of their making.
We remember the 2 million Bosnians who were forcibly displaced from their homes and
communities through ethnic cleansing, and especially those who remain internally
displaced today.
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Commemoration Speech
SREBRENICA MEMORIAL DAY 2022

This year marks 27 years since the genocide at Srebrenica in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
which over 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were systematically murdered in what
was described by the United Nations as
‘the worst crime on European soil since the Second World War’.
The killings at Srebrenica have been classified as genocide by both the International
Court of Justice and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Yet the
denial of this atrocity remains prevalent and a failure to face up to the past has led to
more pain and suffering for survivors of the genocide, who have already experienced the
worst of humanity. That is why it is imperative that we never forget the horrors of 1995.
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The lessons learned from Srebrenica are that hatred and intolerance can flourish if left
unchallenged even in an integrated society like Bosnia and Herzegovina where people of
different faiths had lived peacefully together for hundreds of years. The 11th of July has been
designated as the official day of remembrance for the victims of Srebrenica. During this week
each year, communities across the country honour the victims and survivors of the genocide,
and pledge to create a better, stronger and more cohesive society in the United Kingdom.
Every year, Remembering Srebrenica selects a theme that reflects an aspect of the genocide
that needs to be commemorated, but also speaks to communities here in the UK. The theme
for 2022 is ‘Combatting Denial: Challenging Hatred’.
Despite this unequivocal fact, denial of the Srebrenica genocide as well as the crimes against
humanity committed across Bosnia and Herzegovina between 1992 to 1995 remains
prevalent amongst individuals and institutions at the highest levels, including the Mayor of
Srebrenica, the current political leadership of Republika Srpska and Serbia as well as Russia
which vetoed a UN resolution in 2015 to condemn the killings at Srebrenica as a genocide.
Denial brings not only more pain and suffering for the survivors but serves as a rallying call to
continue the division and hatred as well as to glorify the murderers. Denial also serves as a
significant impediment to peace and reconciliation which can never be achieved without
acknowledgement.
In the UK, communities are only too aware of the damaging impact that denial can have for
individuals and community cohesion.
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Victims of serious crime can often be subjected to further trauma when having to confront
perpetrators in a court of law who deny that they have committed their crimes. In addition to
denial, the perpetrators seek to minimise what they have done or concoct a version of events
based on alternative facts that reverses the blame which is placed upon the victim.
This exacerbates the suffering of the victims and can deter many from coming forward to
report incidents out of fear of having to face the denial which increases the painful
experiences that they have had to endure.
We therefore hope that the theme will help empower individuals and communities to better
understand and confront the denial which emboldens perpetrators and gaslights their
victims, in order to help create safer, stronger and more cohesive communities.
The genocide in Srebrenica is truly one of the darkest moments of human history since the
Second World War as thousands of innocent lives were taken as a result of nationalism which
fuelled hatred against Muslims. By confronting this dark chapter of our collective history, we
can reaffirm our commitment to tackling prejudice and discrimination and remind ourselves
of the need to strengthen our resolve so that “never again” is truly meant.
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Just 27 years ago, in the small town of
Srebrenica in North-Eastern BosniaHerzegovina, the single greatest atrocity
since the Second World War took place. It
remains a brutal reminder of man's
inhumanity to man. In July 1995, more than
8,000 people were systematically murdered

Lord Mayor/Elected members,

because of hatred of who they were.

Today we place a resolution before this

It seems unbelievable that such an inhuman

chamber which it is hoped will secure the

plan was hatched to ethnically cleanse a

support of every member of [INSERT NAME

people at the heart of Europe. Based on an

OF LOCAL AUTHORITY]. In supporting the

ideology of hatred, the Army of Republika

work of UK charity, Remembering

Srpska successfully co-opted civilians

Srebrenica, we honour the victims of the

through a carefully planned process of

Srebrenica genocide, whilst challenging

dehumanisation towards Bosnian Muslims.

hatred and helping strengthen our

This made it easier for both the murderers

communities.

and the collaborators to kill on a mass scale.
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Described by the UN as "the worst crime on

- Keeping the memory alive through

European soil since the Second World War",

commemoration events, which bring

Srebrenica was classed as genocide by both

communities together to REMEMBER the

the International Court of Justice and the

victims of Srebrenica

International Criminal Tribunal for the

- Educating people throughout the UK to

Former-Yugoslavia, yet denial of this atrocity

LEARN the lessons from Srebrenica, visit

is widespread.

Bosnia-Herzegovina, and to set up projects
within the UK to build safer, more cohesive

Lessons learned from Srebrenica

communities

demonstrate how hatred and intolerance can

- Creating Community Champions who

flourish if left unchecked - even in a country

PLEDGE to stand up to hatred and

such as Bosnia-Herzegovina where people of

intolerance in their communities.

different faiths had lived peacefully together
for many years.

In July 2021, Remembering Srebrenica
worked with volunteers across the UK to

Following its call for all nations across

honour the memory of victims, survivors and

Europe to commemorate an annual EU-wide

their families, with over 1,600 memorial

Srebrenica Memorial Day on 11 July,

events and activities taking place. Education

Remembering Srebrenica is calling on every

initiatives have reached nearly 200,000

town and city across the UK to introduce

students since their launch in 2015,

education programmes that teach the

including sports tournaments played in

lessons from Srebrenica so that we can

honour of the victims. Since April 2014, the

reduce the likelihood of such an atrocity

Lessons from Srebrenica programme has

ever taking place again.

taken over 1,450 people to BosniaHerzegovina to see first hand the

Remembering Srebrenica has secured cross-

consequences of genocide.

party political support and works in three
areas to tackle hatred and help build a

We commend the work of Remembering

better, safer and more cohesive society for

Srebrenica. By adopting this resolution, we

everyone:

note the importance of commemorating the
Srebrenica genocide and applaud those who
continue to fight for justice for the survivors
and their relatives.
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Council Motion Template
SREBRENICA MEMORIAL DAY 2022
Moved By:
Seconded By:
This Council:
Notes that from 4th to 11th July 2022, the UK will mark Srebrenica Memorial Week with
commemorations taking place in hundreds of schools, local authorities, places of
worship, community centres, and police forces to name but a few, all of which bring the
nation together in powerful acts of remembrance to mark the 27th anniversary of the
Bosnian genocide.
Recognises the courage of the survivors who continue to be a source of inspiration, and
who despite experiencing the very worst of humanity, have shown great strength and
determination to rebuild their lives and tirelessly campaigned for truth and justice.
Commends the work done by the charity Remembering Srebrenica who since 2013 have
educated 130,000 young people on the lessons from Srebrenica, enabled over 1,800
community actions to take place right across the country each year, and have created
1,450 Community Champions who pledge to stand up to hatred and intolerance in their
communities.
The Council resolves to:
Offer support to Remembering Srebrenica delegates from [INSERT NAME OF LOCAL
AUTHORITY AREA] who visited Bosnia on the ‘Lessons from Srebrenica’ education
programme and have been working tirelessly in the community to raise awareness of the
genocide and learn the lessons of Srebrenica.
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Support Srebrenica memorial events in July each year throughout [INSERT NAME OF LOCAL
AUTHORITY AREA] as part of the UK-wide Remembering Srebrenica Memorial Week.
Support the work of Remembering Srebrenica in communities across [INSERT NAME OF
LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA] to learn the lessons from Srebrenica to tackle hatred and
intolerance to help build a better, safer and more cohesive society for everyone.
Support the work of schools and education providers to bring the lessons of Srebrenica to
young people across [INSERT NAME OF LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA].
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REMEMBERING SREBRENICA IS THE UK
CHARITY WHICH AIMS TO TEACH CURRENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONS ABOUT THE
CONSEQUENCES OF HATRED AND
INTOLERANCE IN ALL COMMUNITIES THROUGH
LEARNING THE LESSONS OF SREBRENICA. WE
ARE CALLING ON ALL COMMUNITIES TO
REMEMBER THE VICTIMS AND SURVIVORS OF
THE SREBRENICA GENOCIDE; LEARN THE
LESSONS FROM SREBRENICA, PARTICULARLY
THAT WE MUST ALWAYS BE VIGILANT AGAINST
HATRED AND INTOLERANCE IN OUR
COMMUNITIES AND PLEDGE TO TAKE ACTION
NOW TO BUILD BETTER AND SAFER
COMMUNITIES FOR ALL.
SREBRENICA.ORG.UK

Remembering
Srebrenica

@SrebrenicaUK

@remembering_
srebrenica
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